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were not entitled to life, liberty, and 
the pursuit of happiness, that ‘‘their 
posterity’’—that is us, Mr. Speaker— 
‘‘might look up again to the Declara-
tion of Independence and take courage 
to renew the battle which their Fa-
thers began.’’ Wow. 

Mr. Speaker, what we are doing to 
these little babies is real, and all of us 
here know that in our own hearts. So 
let me close with a final wise counsel 
from Abraham Lincoln, who stood so 
strongly for human dignity, and it des-
perately applies to all of us in this mo-
ment. 

He said: ‘‘Fellow citizens, we cannot 
escape history. We of this Congress and 
this administration will be remem-
bered, in spite of ourselves. No personal 
significance, or insignificance, can 
spare one or another of us. The fiery 
trial through which we pass will light 
us down in honor or dishonor to the 
last generation.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, what if the words of the 
American Declaration of Independence 
really are true? What if there really is 
a creator? And what if these little 
pain-capable human beings really are 
his children? 
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HONORING BERTHA MCMORRIS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Illinois (Mr. RUSH) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. RUSH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to pay a privileged tribute to a long-
time resident of my district and a true 
friend of mine, Bertha McMorris, in 
honor of her 80th birthday. 

Though a Chicagoan by birth, Miss 
Bertha is also so very much more. She 
is a proud graduate of the DuSable 
High School and the Chicago Teachers 
College. 

Miss Bertha is a dedicated public 
servant who spent more than 20 years 
at the U.S. Department of Education. 
In addition to her work as a public 
servant, Miss Bertha spent nearly a 
decade working at the Rainbow PUSH 
Coalition and is currently the propri-
etor of the newly founded Rainbow 
PUSH store. 

She also spent time as a past leader 
of Happy Companion, Incorporated, a 
community service organization found-
ed by her late sister, Ms. Winifred 
Jackson. 
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For over 60 years, Miss Bertha has 
been a resident of the West Woodlawn 
community, which is located in my dis-
trict. She has been a lifelong and faith-
ful member of the Berean Baptist 
Church of Chicago, where she is cur-
rently a trustee of the church’s credit 
union. 

Miss Bertha is also the proud mother 
of Mr. Lamell McMorris, a very suc-
cessful entrepreneur and founder and 
chief executive officer of the Perennial 
Strategy Group and Perennial Sports 
and Entertainment Group. Lamell 
manages an in-house team of experi-
enced government and public relations 

professionals, lawyers, and sports 
agents, offering a multitude of services 
to clients in a wide range of disciplines 
and specialty areas. 

Even today, Mr. Speaker, Miss Ber-
tha stays very active, has a very big 
heart, and is so very kind to everyone 
whom she meets. She is aptly described 
as someone who brings cheer, who 
brings joy wherever she goes. She is in-
deed our own merry matriarch of Chi-
cago. 

Mr. Speaker, I hope that by my com-
ing to the floor today, that this very 
small gesture can bring a big smile to 
her face and help Miss Bertha enjoy her 
birthday a little bit more. 

To you, Miss Bertha, we all say 
happy 80th birthday, and may you have 
many more, and God speed. 
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RECOGNIZING THE LIFE OF TOM 
MCNAMARA 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Illinois (Mr. BOST) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, this last 
week on Sunday, southern Illinois, the 
State of Illinois, and I believe this Na-
tion mourned with the family and 
friends of a friend of mine by the name 
of Tom McNamara. 

About 2 weeks ago, we lost this local 
hero who spent decades on the front 
line of law enforcement combating the 
drug trade. 

Tom began his career in Carbondale 
as just a local police officer with the 
department while he was in college. 
Over the years, he became an author, 
instructor, investigator, an expert wit-
ness, and an undercover agent. Even 
after retirement, he continued to serve 
the public as an adviser to local police 
departments that are still fighting the 
drug trade. 

I came to know Tom, the good friend 
that he is, on November 23, 1988. 

Mr. Speaker, you might ask, how in 
the world would you remember the day 
that you first met someone? 

Well, I can remember that day be-
cause it was the day after my youngest 
daughter was born. Tom then was the 
head of what was known as the MEG 
unit—Metropolitan Enforcement 
Group—a drug task force that had been 
assigned, and he had been an under-
cover agent for quite some time. 

And my sister actually was the sec-
retary for that unit. So she had 
brought Tom over to see the new baby. 
While my wife was out of the room and 
I was in the room by myself, Tom came 
in. When he came in, he was introduced 
to me, and I told him how glad I was to 
finally meet him. Tom is a very big 
man, and at the time, he was an under-
cover agent, so his hair was grown out, 
his beard was grown out, and he was 
actually undercover in a motorcycle 
gang. He was all dressed in black, 
which he commonly did—actually, al-
ways did. 

When my wife returned to the room, 
he is leaning over the top of the bassi-
net there where our daughter lay, look-

ing at the baby. My wife came in and 
had this startled look on her face be-
cause she didn’t see me and my sister 
in the room, and instantly she kind of 
had that mother reaction to try to pro-
tect a child. All of a sudden my sister 
jumped up and said: It is okay. This is 
Tom McNamara. Tom McNamara is a 
police officer. 

Her first words to Tom, who, as I 
said, became a very good friend with 
me and very good friends with her: 
Well, I want to let you know that I 
would not run to you in an alley if I am 
in trouble at night. You would not be 
the one I would run to. 

He said: Then that is good. I am 
doing my job. 

Tom McNamara taught other police 
officers the dangers and concerns. He 
served proudly as a police officer and 
as an undercover agent, but he also 
studied in great detail the harmfulness 
of certain drugs. 

When I was a State legislator, he 
came to me in 1997 and said: Mike, I 
need to talk to you and then-Senator 
Luechtefeld. I need to explain to you 
about a drug that is so awful, that if a 
mother and a father would use it, it 
would make them not have any con-
cerns for the safety of their children, 
because they are so focused on trying 
to get more of this drug. And they can 
actually make it in their kitchen. They 
can make it in their cars. 

That was methamphetamines. That 
was when we first started drafting laws 
in the State of Illinois, under Tom’s 
guidance, to try to deal with the meth 
problem that still exists. 

Tom was also one of the first leaders 
that realized that there were these 
drugs like bath salts and all of these 
that are being used. 

I don’t even know how many people 
Tom McNamara has saved over the 
years. We will never know, I am sure, 
let me tell you, because of his ability 
and his willingness to work and always 
to stand in the back, not to be recog-
nized, sometimes for his own safety. 
But, Mr. Speaker, he did it for the bet-
terment of this Nation, and that is why 
I stand to recognize him today. 

I thank his wife, Judy; his daughter, 
Rachel; his son-in-law, and their chil-
dren for giving up this man to serve us, 
and serve us so well, for all the lives 
that he saved. 
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ENOUGH IS ENOUGH 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Texas (Ms. JACKSON LEE) for 5 minutes. 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, 
just a few floors from here, I am in the 
Homeland Security Committee, and we 
are addressing issues dealing with the 
security of this Nation. And in my re-
marks on the legislation that we are 
dealing with, I expressed the pain of 
having this Congress come together in 
a bipartisan manner. I know a couple 
of sessions ago, we worked on a bipar-
tisan border security bill. Sometimes 
America says enough is enough. They 
want us to work together. 
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